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DEFINITION

§200.75 Participant support costs.
Participant support costs means direct costs for items 

such as stipends or subsistence
allowances, travel allowances, and registration fees 
paid to or on behalf of participants or trainees (but
not employees) in connection with conferences, or 

training projects.



Some Specifics:
• Sponsors track separately from other funds.

• Usually are allowable on federal grants.

• Generally carry separate sponsor regulations from other direct costs.

• Require prior approval for reallocations to other items of expense.

• Participant Support costs ARE NOT Research Incentive expenses.

SOME SPECIFICS



• REU participants paid via TES or bi-weekly payroll

• Active records for prior employees

• PSCs for participants

• Trainer vs. Trainee

• Costs recorded on the wrong fund

WHAT ARE THE 
ISSUES?



• AU Students – if enrolled summer or fall, pay through Student Financial 
Services

• Non-AU students – pay through PPS, using Account code 70515

WHAT TO DO FOR 
REUs



§ 2 0 0 . 6 8  M O D I F I E D  T O T A L  D I R E C T  C O S T  ( M T D C ) .

M T D C  M E A N S  A L L  D I R E C T  S A L A R I E S  A N D  W A G E S ,  A P P L I C A B L E  
F R I N G E  B E N E F I T S ,  M A T E R I A L S  A N D  S U P P L I E S ,  S E R V I C E S ,  T R A V E L ,  

A N D  S U B A W A R D S A N D  S U B C O N T R A C T S  U P  T O  T H E  F I R S T  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  O F  
E A C H  S U B A W A R D O R  S U B C O N T R A C T  ( R E G A R D L E S S  O F  T H E  P E R I O D  O F  
P E R F O R M A N C E  O F  T H E  S U B A W A R D S A N D  S U B C O N T R A C T S  U N D E R  T H E  

A W A R D ) .  M T D C  E X C L U D E S  E Q U I P M E N T ,  C A P I T A L  
E X P E N D I T U R E S ,  C H A R G E S  F O R  P A T I E N T  C A R E ,  R E N T A L  C O S T S ,  

T U I T I O N  R E M I S S I O N ,  S C H O L A R S H I P S  A N D  F E L L O W S H I P S ,  
P A R T I C I P A N T  S U P P O R T  C O S T S  A N D  T H E  P O R T I O N  O F  E A C H  
S U B A W A R D A N D  S U B C O N T R A C T  I N  E X C E S S  O F  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  O T H E R  I T E M S  

M A Y  O N L Y  B E  E X C L U D E D  W H E N  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  A V O I D  A  S E R I O U S  
I N E Q U I T Y  I N  T H E  D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  I N D I R E C T  C O S T S ,  A N D  W I T H  T H E  

A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  C O G N I Z A N T  A G E N C Y  F O R  I N D I R E C T  C O S T S .

WHY IS THIS 
IMPORTANT?



P A R T  2 0 0  – U N I F O R M  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ,  
C O S T  P R I N C I P L E S ,  A N D  A U D I T  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  

F E D E R A L  A W A R D S

N S F  C O S T  A N A L Y S I S  A N D  A U D I T  R E S O L U T I O N  B R A N C H  
T A R G E T E D  R E V I E W  A R E A  – P A R T I C I P A N T  S U P P O R T

N S F  A W A R D  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  G U I D E

A U  S P E N D I N G P O L I C I E S  A N D  P R O C E D U R E S
( S E E  S E C T I O N  1 3 )

Resources

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=36766b4d82ebca47caae047cb4606343&node=2:1.1.2.1.1&rgn=div5
http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/caar/docs/factsheet_participant.pdf
http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=aag
https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/Policies/SpendingPoliciesandProcedures.pdf


QUESTIONS?

Contact Information

Gina Bailey
Assistant Director

Office of Contracts & Grants Accounting
bailerh@auburn.edu

Tony Ventimiglia
Director

Proposal Services & Faculty Support
ventiaf@auburn.edu
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